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WATER AND RIVERS COMMISSION, MAJOR INITIATIVES FOR 2003-04 

918.  Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage 

With regard to Budget Estimates 2003-04 one of the Water and Rivers Commission’s major initiatives for 2003-
04 is to ‘further strive to cement partnership arrangements that engage local communities and agencies in 
achieving social, economic, environmental as well as water quality outcomes. As part of the Government’s 
election commitments, the Commission will work to - 

- establish six demonstration catchments for salinity; 
- evaluate engineering solutions for salinity; and; 
- define environmental harm to prevent illegal clearing and other actions not covered by existing 
legislation” (p642, Budget Paper No.2). 

(1)  How much has the Commission budgeted for the cementing of partnerships and engagement of 
communities to achieve social, economic, environmental and water quality outcomes in 2003-04? 

(2)  How much has the Commission budgeted for the establishment of six demonstration catchments for 
salinity in 2003-04? 

(3)  Has a time-line been set for the establishment of the aforementioned demonstration catchments? 

(4)  If yes to (3), please provide details? 

(5)  How much has the Commission budgeted for the evaluation of engineering solutions for salinity in 
2003-04? 

(6)  How much has the Commission budgeted for the process of defining ‘environmental harm to prevent 
illegal clearing and other actions not covered by existing legislation’? 

(7)  Will the Commission be working in conjunction with other Government Agencies on the election 
commitment mentioned in question (6)? 

(8)  If yes to (7), please provide details? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following response:  

(1)  The developing and cementing of partnerships and engagement of communities is integral to the work 
undertaken by the Water and Rivers Commission in tackling salinity and is part of most projects within 
the salinity program.  However, as part of developing partnerships with catchment groups within the 
Water Resource Recovery Catchments, the Commission has budgeted over $150,000 for catchment 
support in 2003-04.  

(2)  The Commission has budgeted $1,178,750 for the establishment of demonstration catchments for 
salinity in 2003-04.  

(3-4)  A call for projects commenced on 4 April 2003 for the Catchment Demonstration Initiative. The closing 
date for the submission of proposals by catchment groups was 16 June 2003.  

The Natural Resource Management regions and the Catchment Demonstration Initiative Steering 
Committee will assess the proposals by the end of July 2003. When this evaluation is complete, each of 
the successful groups will be developing full implementation plans, and building key partnerships with 
industry, non-government organisations and government.  

(5)  The Commission has budgeted $1,000,000 for the evaluation of engineering solutions for salinity in 
2003-04.  

(6)  The Department of Environmental Protection has budgeted $432,000 for the implementation of 
proposed clearing controls and $60,000 to provide information to the community on clearing, 
environmental harm and other provisions in the Environmental Protection Amendment Bill 2002.  

(7)  Yes.  
(8)  The Commission will be working with other government agencies such as Department of Conservation 

and Land Management, Department of Agriculture and Department of Industry Resources on this 
election commitment. 

 


